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POINTERS 


The Scottish Report, by which conveniently short term we 
mean the report on Relations between the Church of England and 


the Church of Scotland, was presented to the Convocation of York 
at its September sessions. Referring to it in his presidential 
address, the Archbishop of York took occasion to make some sound 
remarks about reunion in general which we report on, page 35: 
Both the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have spoken in 
this way from time to time, and such statements are welcome. 
But what would be ¢ven more welcome would, be to see those 


_ Statements implemented in the reunion conversations which take 


place between Anglicans and Nonconformists. Over and over 


-again we have to deplore the fact that in these conversations it | 


would appear that some at least of the Anglican representa-, 
tives appointed to take part in the conferences do attempt short 
cuts content with‘formulas which really conceal ditterences 
of principle’, do “belittle or surrender’ that“ heritage of 
the Church of England which “its members must treat as a 
sacred trust ’’, and do carry on in a way which ~ leads to disap- 
pointment in some quarters and consternation in others.’ 


| 
| | 


If the Anglican representatives in South India, North India, 
Ceylon and elsewhere had_acted inthe spirit of the Archbishop's 
words, should we have seen the sorry scheme in South India 
brought to fruition or the unsatisfactory’ proposals elsewhere 
carried as far as they have been? We think not. 


The Anglo-Catholic Progress began with Pontifical High Mass 
in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, on October I 3th. It went 
all over the country ° “in controversial spirit to quote the 
Bishop of Oxford, but “to proclaim the truth which has sunk 
into the very fibre of our ys and without which we cannot 
live.”’ This truth was proclaimed in the course of the week to 
some 50,000 people. The Progress concluded with High Mass 
of Thanksgiving in London on October 20th and the Albe rt Hall 
Rally on Sunday afternoon, October 21st. 

In the course of a very fine speech at the Rally the Bishop of 
Exeter was forthright in expressing the claims of the Church of 
England. ‘ It often seems to me,”’ he said, ** that one of the most 
surprising and distressing developments in recent English history 
has been the tendency to think and speak of the C ta of England 
as only one among many Christian denominations ; indeed, 
nowadays, as only one among many ‘Churches’. Yet there was 
a time when every member of the Church of E ngland had no 
doubt but that the Church of England was the Church, in relation 
to which all other bodies of English Christians were schismatics, 
however honest and well- in their schism.”” One 
reason for this change in attitude, he suggested, was the fear of 
being charged with pride, intolerance and lack of charity, but 
concluded : * It is ill-grounded fear, 1 think. It is not impossible 
to press the claims of truth in a spirit of humility, love aad ante 
standing. It is not only not impossible : it is even a duty.”’ It 
is a duty which might be impressed upon Anglican representatives 


In reunion conversations. 


One of the Progress speakers was the Rev. Albert J. du Bois, 
Executive Director of the American Church Union, whose sermon, 
preached at Exeter on October 16th, we are glad to be able to 
print on page 37. 

* * * 

“ The Pillars of the North India Scheme,” writes a correspondent 
-in-that country, busy. They use all our-ecclesiastical-terms, 
Holy Catholic Church, Episcopacy, Sacraments, and the like—but, 
as R. L. Stevenson, when he talked over ‘ Facts’ with Jesuits, 
Protestants, Mathematicians and Scientists, found that all meant 
something quite different, so these good people mean something 
quite different when they use the same terms. It is bewildering 
and confusing. A glossary of terms ought to be attached to every 
Scheme.’ We quite agree. 
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SCOTTISH REPORT 


by the Convocation of York 


~ The Archbishop of York, speaking at the September sessions. - 
of the Convocation of York, made some general remarks on the 
subject of reunion. 


Dr. GARBETT ON REUNION 


‘We who are members of the Church of England should 
approach with two strong convictions all discussion of closer 
relationships with other Churches. First we should deplore the 
divisions between those whom our Lord intended to be one and 
should eagerly and persistently seek for the way which will lead 
to reunion. ... However great the difficulties may be we must 
continue to pray and to work for that day when all Christendom 

may again visibly be one Church. 

‘ But secondly in our desire for reunion we must not attempt 
short cuts which will only lead us into new difficulties. Nor must 
we be content with formulas which really conceal differences of 
principle which later on will lead to misunderstandings and further 
controversy. The Church of England has a heritage which its 
members must treat as a sacred trust, and which they have no 
right to belittle or to surrender even in the cause of reunion. We 
possess the historic Creeds, the sacraments ordained by Our Lord, 
the Apostolic Ministry, and the open Bible to which our Church 
makes its appeal for all that it teaches as necessary for eternal 
salvation. No responsible leader in the Church of England has 
ever suggested that we should surrender or minimize this great 
heritage. Any attempt to do so would rend our own Church in 
twain, and we should be abandoning what is not our own to 
surrender. Any ainbiguity about essential principles would only 
lead to disappointment in some quarters and consternation in 
others.” 


RESOLUTIONS ON THE REPORT 


The Bishop of Durham presented the report. In the course 
of his speech he remarked that whereas the Anglicans had wished 
to deal primarily with fundamental issues the Presbyterians hat 
put first certain practical problems. As a result, though a long- 
term policy had been kept in view, their main concern had been | 

with definite and limited questions. ae 

The Bishop moved four resolutions, which were approved, 
after debate, by a large majority. of both Houses, as follows : 

‘‘r. That the Convocation receive the report. . . 

2. That the Convocation welcomes the report and commends 
it to the attention of the Church. 

‘3. That his Grace the President be asked to appoint a small 
committee to draft detailed resolutions in accordance with the 
report for submission to the next group of sessions . . . 
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‘4. That his Grace the President be asked, in conjunction 
with the President of the Convocation of Canterbury, to consult 
with the Primus of the Episcopal Church in Scotland about the 
report, and fo inform Convocation of the result... 


THE WRONG METHOD OF APPROACH 


Fr. Raynes, C.R., in a restrained and impressive speech, 
explained why he must in conscience vote against the resolutions. 
He maintained that there were many who did not welcome the 
report. In the first place it represented the wrong method of 
approach to the problem of reunion.: The report at once caused 
controversy both in the Church of England and the Scottish 
Episcopal Church. It was ndt an “ official ’’ report, though easily 
misrepresented as such, but was the opinion of a group of persons 
chosen by the Archbishop of Canterbury. If such conversations 
were to be held, the representatives should be chosen by Con- 
vocation and they should report to it before any public statements 
were made. This report had been broadcast by the Bishop of 
Derby, and Convocation-wds placed in the position of either 
accepting it or being accused of non-co-operation. 

Again, the method of negotiation was too “ localized’. The 
Church of England had always to bear in mind its responsi- 
bilities towards the whole Anglican Communion, and remember 
that its proposals could cause tension in the autonomous Pro- 
vinces. In any case the matter was primarily one for the Scottish 
Episcopal Church with whom we were in communion : the fact 
that the Presbyterian Church of Scotland was the established " 
church was wholly irrelevant. 

‘ Further, the report did not face the serious questions of the 
Christian priesthood and eucharistic doctrine. It vaguely 
referred to episcopacy. But both Dr. Armitage Robinson and 
Canon Scott Holland had repeatedly stated that eucharistic 
doctrine and the question of the ministry, with which it obviously 
was Closely allied, were the fundamental questions to be faced. 

With regard to resolution 3, there was no need for more regula- 
tions of Convocation. Those passed in 1943 were adequate-——some 
thought too adequate—to cover the question of interchange of 
pulpits, and other regulations already gave diocesan_ bishops 
authority to admit unconfirmed persons to Holy Communion in 
special circumstances. 

Many of them were convinced that none of this sort of thing 
really promoted unity, and were sincerely and conscientiously 
unable to welcome the report. 

Fr. Raynes was listened to with great attention arid received 
the support of two or three subsequent speakers. In the voting 
he had the support of two members of the Upper House and a 
strong minority in the Lower. | 
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THREE ESSENTIALS OF UNITY 


St. John= xvii. 24-(A_ portion of Lord’s High” ‘Priestly 
Prayer). “ That they all may be one as Thou, Father, art in Me 
and I in Thee ; that they also may be one in Us ; that the world 
may believe that Thou hast sent Me.” 


This Divine plea for the unity of the Church was offered by 
the Incarnate Lord to the Eternal Father on the night of His 
betrayal. Fhey were strange and mysterious words, their every 
syllable touching the deepest things of God in His relationship to 
His people. 

We may be quite sure that they are a part of His continual 
prayer for His Church on earth, for we are assured that “ He 
ever liveth to make intercession for us.”’ 

Our Heavenly Father willed that His Church on earth, knit 
together by His life, should be His Body ; the exténsion of His’ 
Incarnation and the ordinary channel of His sav ing grace. Jesus 
prayed that it should be One because God Who is its life and 
power is One. He prayed, and ever prays, that it may be one on 
earth, visibly as well as in spirit, because. only against the back- 
ground of its visible unity will the world be converted to belief: 

The conditions of the world and of the Church in our day force 
us to ever more serious consideration of these words. The world 
does not believe and because of its disbelief it is torn and sad. 

Plans and schemes for the reunion of the broken body of 
Christendom increasingly occupy the hearts and minds of 
Christians. No one will question the urgency of hastening the 
reunion of Christendom. Prayers and labour to this end must 
be the primary considerations of us all, but not all the plans put 
forward are of equal merit. Some are decidedly dangerous. All 
must be tested by Our Blessed Lord’s own warning, ** Apart from 
Me, ye can do nothing.’”” The true Church must ever cleave to 
the Master and Founder. Apart from that foundation there can 
be no permanence in our effort. The clear duty of succeeding 
generations of Christians is to * earnestly contend for the faith 
once delivered to the saints.” 

In the very first picture of the Christian Church as set forth in 
the Acts of the Apostles she stands in the world clearly outlined 
in a unity based on God's revelation and described in the words— 

* They continued stedfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellow- 
ship and in the breaking of bread and in the prayers.’ 

Three foundation elements of the Church’s life and faith, three 
essentials of real unity, are set forth in this verse: 

First, there was a certainty of belief, a true faith based not on 
speculation but on revelation. It was called the Apostles’ 
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doctrine. It was what they had heard from Christ and what they 
were taught by the Holy Ghost. Its high points were the em- 
phasis: on. the Divinity of, Christ, the atonement effected by-.His 
sacrifice; the contitiual applic ation of the merits of His life and 
death in the * breaking of bread ’’; and the necessity for obeying 
Christ in His Church. No time was to be spent in speculating 
concerning other possible ways of salvation. God had pointed 
the sure way-in the Catholic Church. 

Secondly, there was a fellowship of Believers, the Apostles’ 
Fellowship, known for its spirit of love and involving discipline 
of life. It was a fellowship built around the focal centre of that 
succession of the ministry which insured, not a succession of 
individual priests, but the continuation of Christ's priesthood on 
earth. Emphasis on the importance of the Apostolic succession 
of the ministry was no merely academic affair. The promise of 
~ the gospel was union with Christ, growth in grace and the attain- 
ment of final perfection. God's help would be needed to attain 
these things, and as God had covenanted that © His grace would 
be sufficient '’ so also it was His prerogative to covenant the means 
of grace. Jesus’ expressed will for His own cannot be realized 
apart from His expressed will for the continuation of His ministry 
in an ordered sequence of apostolic succession, 

Finally, there were ‘the true sacraments, the breaking of bread 
in the Holy Communion and the prayers. Note that it is ‘ the "’ 
prayers, not just “ prayers’. Obviously the reference is to the 
official prayers of the Church, the other sacraments being the 


major part of that collection. Sacraments and prayers—pledges - 


and channels of the One and only true source of unity—the pre- 
sence of Christ in His Church. 

Apostolic faith, apostolic fellowship and apostolic sacraments— 

these were held fast in the face of the strong temptation to com- 
promise not only to save life but to win numbers. 

Moreover, these are Bible truths. It is difficult to understand 
how those who claim to exalt the Bible can miss the point of such 
passages as the second Chapter of the Book of Revelation, the 
Letters to the Seven Churches, where God praises and condemns 
the new Church in terms of these same three principles. 


The Church in Ephesus is praised for having preserved the 


Apostolic ministry and it is written: “ They tried them that 
claimed to be apostles and found them wanting.” 


The Church in Thyatira is praised for having held to the faith 


once given against those who claimed to have a later and a better 
revelation and to them is written: ‘‘ But that which ye have 
already received, hold fast, and he that overcometh and keepeth 
My words to him will I give power over the nations.”’ 

Pergamum is praised for having kept the Eucharist as the 
central and characteristic act of worship against the temptation 
to substitute some other form of sérvice. 
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The true faith—-God’'s truth ; the apostolic ministry—God's 
covenant with His own ; the Divinely ordained sacraments— the 


-continuation of Christ's ministry in our midst.in its-fulness. These 


are still our treasure in this Church and the commandment to 

‘“ hold fast "’ is as much ours as it was the challenge of the apostles 
and of the seven Churches in New Testament times. 

They are the treasure of the Book of Common Prayer and it is 
our duty as Prayer Book Churchmen to know the doctrine fully, 
to be governed by its discipline and to worship as it directs. 

This is the direction. in which we will * contend ’’ for the faith 
once delivered and Tt"is by our witness that we shall recall the 
whole Church to a ee of its Catholic and apostolic 
heritage. 

Let there be Ito mistaking either the threats or the obstacles 
to sound Churchmanship and to holding that which has been 
received. 

To the Faith there is the constant threat of liberal unitarianism 
in thought about Christ and pan-protestantism in thinking about 
the Church. Men depart from the New Testament and speak of 
The Churches instead of * The Church’’. 

To the ministry there is the strange idea that unity can be 
achieved by imparting orders without reference to the faith. It 
is the faith that gives meaning to Orders. Mere verbal co- 


incidences cannot be accepted., It seems hardly necessary to 


point out the impossibility of accepting as a basis of unify a form 
of words which all are willing to repeat while giving different 
meanings to the words. Mere unity of language counts for 
nothing. Unity of interpretation is essential. 

In this matter there is also the departure from the safeguarding 
of the teaching of the people by opening the pulpits, the official 
teaching agencies of the Church; to sundry and all, including at 
times those who deny the faith. 

In my country there have been strange union ordination rites 
with denominational ministers, equating the apostolic ministry 
with the man-made ministries that deny priesthood and speak of 


-- ordination to a “ universal ministry "’ rather than of a catholic 


priesthood. | 
To the Sacraments, there is the constant hindrance of prejudice 


which prevents many of the faithful from realizing in joy all that 
God would do for them and that tends to substitute Matins for 


_Mass in terms of the Christian's life of worship, 


Our duty is clear. We must pray and work for unity but we 
must seek a unity—to use a metaphor coined, I believe, by the 
late Prof. C. H. Turner—that will be vertical, that is faithful to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit in the past and to the foundations laid 
down by Our Lord, and not just a lateral unity seeking to gather 
all into one family at a given moment at whatever cost of principle 
or Bible truth. The spirit of seeking numbers rather than of 
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continued loyalty to the faith given cannot be ours. True 
Christian unity cannot be achieved by mutual compromise of 
but by a.common acceptance of the Truth about the Holy... . 
Catholic Church of Christ. 

We must awaken anew to the special mission of the Anglican 
Communion. One of the great saints and leaders of the Church in 
the United States in early days, Dr. James Dehkoven, once said | 
‘1 do not know what reason our Church has to exist except that 
she is the American branch of the Holy Catholic Church and that 
as such she can do-;What.no other Christian body can accomplish. 
Otherwise it is sinful for her to seek to do God's work in com- 
petition with larger Christian groups, promoting thus the weak- 
ness of disunion* and the sin of separate and opposing organtza- 
tion.’ 

But thanks be to God the Anglican Communion, wherever it 
is at work in the world, is the Holy Catholic Church at work. 

In the words of the Archbishop of Canterbury, “ We have no 
oe of our own-—we only possess the Catholic doctrine of the 

Catholic Church enshrined in the Catholi¢ creeds—-we stand. firm 
on that rock.” 

We are the Holy Catholic Church and the seriptural admonition 
to “ earnestly contend comes to us with special urgency. 

We are to witness to the faith the whole faith—-with all our 
strength and devotion and to labour to awaken the whole Church 
and the whole world to the glories of these truths, not out of our 
leisure or surplus but from the background of Sacrifice and 
dedication. We are to make sure that those agencies which are 

-our instruments to proclaim and to defend the faith once given 
are sufficiently strong, through our active participation, again to 
the point of sac ritice, as to hasten in all things the fulfilment of 
Our Lord’s prayer “ that they all may be one,’” that the world 
may believe to its salvation and to its peace, 
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